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California Public Utilities Commission Approves Sunrise Transmission Project, Undermines State Global Warming Goals
Commissioners spare Anza-Borrego Desert State Park but reject clean energy guarantee for SDG&E’s costly transmission line
SAN DIEGO, Calif. – In a 4-1 vote today, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) set aside Administrative Law Judge Jean Vieth’s recommended rejection of San Diego Gas & Electric’s (SDG&E) fossil-fueled Sunrise Transmission Project and approved a southern route for the controversial line.  ALJ Vieth had concluded that the transmission line is not necessary for renewable energy or reliability and is a bad deal for ratepayers.  The Commission also rejected a recommendation put forth by Commissioner Grueneich to require SDG&E to sign a binding commitment to fulfill the company’s promise to use the line for clean renewable energy.  
Micah Mitrosky, Conservation Organizer for the Sierra Club’s San Diego Smart Energy Solutions Campaign said, “The Sierra Club and its allies fought hard to stop SDG&E from spoiling Anza-Borrego Desert State Park and we succeeded.  We strongly disagree, however, with the Commission’s unconditional approval of a southern route.  The CPUC has given SDG&E the green light to sacrifice public lands and collect cash from state ratepayers without demanding that SDG&E sign a clean energy guarantee.  The decision is especially distressing because SDG&E has been a laggard in meeting its renewable energy requirements.  This decision rewards one of the state’s weakest links in meeting the challenge of global warming.” 
“As approved today, there is no guarantee that this multi-billion dollar transmission line will reduce greenhouse gas pollution or lead to the development of significant Imperial Valley renewable energy.  New transmission lines that cross public lands should be required to carry primarily renewable energy, and we are proud to have pushed that issue to the forefront in the debate over Sunrise and future transmission projects.  We are especially disappointed that Governor Schwarzenegger rejected a clean energy guarantee for the line.  The governor failed to show that he will hold utilities accountable for meeting his global warming goals,” continued Mitrosky.  
The approved southern route carves through the Cleveland National Forest and other natural open space and was ranked as having among the highest number of significant, unmitigable environmental impacts of any transmission line ever approved in California. 
“Not only is the southern route of this line terribly destructive to the Cleveland National Forest, it is designed to make Southern Californians more dependent on dirty, global warming fossil fuels,” said Mitrosky.  “Unfortunately today, corporate profit won out over the best interest of the state.”
The Sunrise Transmission project approved by the California Public Utilities Commission is SDG&E’s 123-mile, high voltage transmission line that would slice across the face of the Cleveland National Forest and protected preserves.  Originally, SDG&E proposed a route that would cut through the heart of Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. Expert analysis reveals Sunrise Powerlink is designed to transport dirty fossil-fueled energy that increases polluting greenhouse gases.  Clean, reliable alternatives to the harmful Sunrise Powerlink have been proposed, including the San Diego Smart Energy 2020 proposal.

The Sierra Club is a nonprofit advocacy organization whose mission is to explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the Earth
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